
Strike Watch  
Strike Watch #3 
August 8, 2011 
 
404 days without a contract. 
 
ACsE represented employees have now worked 404 days without a contract as indicated above. We 
continue to work under Imposed Terms and Conditions forced on us by SIUC Administration which led to 
the filing of the Intent to Strike by ACsE. 
 
ACsE is always looking for volunteers. For contact information, please see the bottom of this posting. 
 
Bargaining 
The next bargaining session is August 16, 2011. We hope that we will ultimately be able to avoid any type 
of strike actions and can reach an agreement with Administration. 
 
Labor Coalition 
The Labor Coalition can be found on Facebook under SIUC Campus Coalition and at the website SIUC 
Unions United which can be found at this web address: 
http://siucunions.wordpress.com. 
 
Upcoming Coalition Events 
You are invited to join the Labor Coalition for a movie and a discussion on Sunday, August 14, 2011 at 
2:00 p.m. in the Varsity Theater on Illinois Avenue. The movie playing will be Inside Job an award-winning 
documentary exposing the inner workings of the principles during the 2008 financial crisis and 
subsequent economic meltdown. Admission is free and family is welcome. 
 
As mentioned in Strike Watch 2, there is an event hosted by the Coalition, Labor School, that will be held 
on Saturday, August 20, 2011. The agenda for Labor School will cover several topics many SIU 
employees will find interesting and informational including discussion on the labor crisis at SIUC, the 
current state of higher education, protecting your rights, arbitrary layoffs and furloughs, the future of 
SIUC, and what lies ahead. If you would like to become a part of Labor School by volunteering your time 
or if you would like to attend Labor School, please contact Cyndie Kessler-Criswell at criswell@siu.edu. 
 
Membership 
Over the past few months and even more so the past few weeks, membership has been a topic of 
discussion across campus. Many of you have expressed interest in becoming dues paying members but 
have hesitated because of one common topic: fear. 
 
Fear of a diminishing paycheck - ACsE is currently looking at options for employees who at the present 
time simply cannot afford to pay dues because of the state of the economy. We hope to bring you other 
options in the near future that will make it easier for you to become a dues paying member. 
 
Fear of retribution - Retribution is illegal. You cannot lose your job because of your association with the 
union. If you feel you have been treated unfairly because of your association with the union, contact 
Cyndie Kessler-Criswell at criswell@siu.edu. 
 
Fear of choosing sides - It is not about "choosing sides" between the union and administration. It is about 
standing up for yourself, your coworkers, and what you believe is right. 
 
Fear of not enough time to be active - Did you know that you can be a dues paying member and have the 
right to vote without becoming actively involved in a committee? Becoming a dues paying member does 
not mean you must get actively involved by joining a committee or taking on a job within the union. While 
you are certainly welcome to become actively involved, it is not a requirement. You can be active by way 
of having the right to vote. 
 

http://siucunions.wordpress.com/
mailto:criswell@siu.edu
mailto:criswell@siu.edu


Fear of the unknown - Education is the key. Overcome your fear of the unknown by educating yourself 
about the issues. Talk to people who are involved with the union: the ACsE Executive Board, the 
Bargaining Team, and your coworkers. Read materials that have been distributed. Attend Labor School 
hosted by the Labor Coalition. Get involved with the union and lose the unknown fear. 
 
Fear of getting involved - Getting involved is the only way to make change happen for your future. People 
do not like what is happening on campus for many different reasons. If you don't like what is happening 
on campus, get involved and make change happen. Getting involved is seen throughout the history of the 
United States beginning with the American Revolution a couple hundred years ago. Getting involved was 
just recently demonstrated in Wisconsin where thousands of people were willing to make a stand for what 
they believed. Get involved and make change happen for your future. 
 
You can request membership forms or have a fellow ACsE member visit you by contacting Cyndie 
Kessler-Criswell at criswell@siu.edu. 
 
Important Information Update 
ACsE is in the process of updating your information. We are asking each of you to e-mail your name, 
address, an off-campus e-mail address, and your current cell/home phone to ACsE.Update@gmail.com. 
 
Volunteer Opportunities 
We are always looking for volunteers to get involved. There are many ways you can volunteer and if you 
would like more information, please contact Cyndie Kessler-Criswell at criswell@siu.edu. 
 
Tammy Keen 
ACsE Bargaining Chair 
Association of Civil Service Employees 
Tammykeen1@gmail.com 
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